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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 STATE 065587 
ORIGIN AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ARA-06 EA-07 EUR- 12 NEA-10 L-03 
AID-05 PC-01 USIA-06 OPR-02 A-01 SCA-01 SCS-03 
DODE-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /073 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W :BSKIRKPATRICK:LFS 

APPROVED BY AF:DBBOLEN 

L/M:HSHAMWELL 

AID/AFR/SFW A : GM AC ARTHUR 

PC:DGRIFFIS 

USIA:WPETTY (SUBS) 

EUR/WE: JDOBBIN S 
EUR/SOV:JGLASSMAN 
NEA/EGY :DNEWBERRY 
EUR/CAN:JHROUSE 
AF/C : EM ARKS ( SUB S ) 

EUR/CE:GHUMPHREY 

EA/PRCM:HETTHAYER(SUBS) 

IO/UNP:JTEFFT 
EUR/RPE : EC ASEY 

250807Z 094446/21 

R 241908Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USLO PEKING 
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AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, PINT, US, DM 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED BENINESE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
REFS: COTONOU 570 (NOTAL), COTONOU 439, STATE 57064 

1 . SINCE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BENIN HAS NOT PUBLISHED 
NECESSARY DECREES NOR FORMALLY NOTIFIED MISSION THAT 
INTERNAL SECURITY RESTRICTIONS ON TRAVEL AND LODGING HAVE 
BEEN IMPLEMENTED, POST SHOULD PROCEED AS IF RESTRICTIONS 
DO NOT EXIST, PROVIDED YOU DETERMINE THAT DOING SO WOULD 
NOT ENDANGER WELFARE OF U.S. CITIZENS IN BENIN. DEPART- 
MENT AGREES THAT STATEMENT BY SOVIET CONSUL THAT RESTRIC- 
TIONS SHOULD BE OBSERVED (ALTHOUGH NOT PROMULGATED) 
BECAUSE GPRB MAY "MAKE EXAMPLE" OF DIPLOMAT VIOLATING 
DECREES IS NOT GROUND FOR OBSERVING RESTRICTIONS. IF 
EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT PROCEEDING AS IF DECREES DO NOT 
EXIST WOULD ENDANGER WELFARE OF U.S. CITIZENS IN BENIN, 
EMBASSY SHOULD NOTIFY DEPARTMENT SO THAT WE MAY CONSIDER 
INSTRUCTING POST TO INQUIRE FORMALLY AS TO WHETHER OR NOT 
RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT. WOULD APPRECIATE POST COMMENTS 
ON PROBABLE RESPONSE TO SUCH AN INQUIRY. 

2. IF POST DECIDES THAT PROCEEDING AS IF RESTRICTIONS DO 
NOT EXIST WOULD NOT ENDANGER WELFARE OF U.S. CITIZENS IN 

BENIN YOU SHOULD COORDINATE IN ADVANCE WITH FOREIGN 
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DIPLOMATIC AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MISSIONS IN BENIN 
WHICH TEND TO SUPPORT OUR POSITION (FRANCE, GERMANY, 
CANADA, NIGER AND EGYPT). IF THEY ARE RELUCTANT TO ACT 
AS IF RESTRICTIONS DO NOT EXIST, YOU SHOULD INFORM 
DEPARTMENT BEFORE PROCEEDING AS IF RESTRICTIONS DO NOT 
EXIST. 

3. POST SHOULD INFORM DEPARTMENT IF APPARENT ENFORCEMENT 
OF NEW DECREES WITHOUT PROMULGATION AFFECTS ACTIVITIES 
OF EMBASSY, USIS, AID, OR PEACE CORPS IN BENIN EITHER NOW 

OR IN FUTURE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE IN PARTICULAR REVIEW 
OF EFFECT ON PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER TRAVEL TO COTONOU 
AND DEPARTURE FROM COTONOU TO LEAVE COUNTRY. 

VANCE 
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